
Fighting! Bickering! Squabbling! People all across the world can’t find 
a way to live in peace. The gods above have had enough, so they’re 
teaching everyone a lesson. Now people will have to contend with 
Polemos, the war-demon who goes after Eirini, the goddess of peace, 
and traps her in a cave. But who will rise to the occasion and save 
Eirini, and all of us, from endless war?
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Sofia Zarampouka has illustrated 
over a hundred books for children, 
many of them inspired by the 
cultural heritage of the Ancient 
Greeks and their enduring global 
legacy.

She studied theater and visual 
arts both in Greece and in the 
United States. Her first book 
for children, In the Woods, is 
an allegorical fairytale about 
dictatorship, and her most recent 
book, The 1821 Revolution, 
received the Prize of the Academy 
of Athens.

Sofia’s adaptations of Ancient 
Greek literature invite readers of 
all ages into the epic, mythic, and 
timeless world of Ancient Greece, 
with accessible narratives and 
vivid illustrations. Her version 
of Aristophanes’ Lysistrata won 
a medal at the Leipzig Book Fair 
in Germany, and she received a 
lifetime achievement award from 
the Academy of Athens as well as 
an honorary doctorate from the 
Department of Early Childhood 
Education from Aristotle 
University in the Greek city of 
Thessaloniki.

“This is not just the revival of a 
classic, but something entirely novel 
as well. It’s an original contribution 
to the genre of picture books. 
In Zarampouka’s illustrations, 
the mundane becomes majestic 
and the dull becomes dazzling. 
An instantly timeless work.”

Rena Sivropoulou, Associate 
Professor of Early Childhood 
Education

“Sofia Zarampouka approaches 
her youngest readers as equal 
contributors to the conversation. 
Rather than taking children to 
Ancient Greece, she brings Ancient 
Greece to them in a way that is 
both enjoyable and edifying, even 
exposing them to a murky darkness 
that is as present today as it has been 
throughout history. Ultimately, 
her brilliance lies in her ability to 
do this safely, to encourage children 
to approach challenges head-on and 
with a smile.”

Alexandra Zervou, Professor of 
Children’s Literature and Classical 
Philology, University of Crete

“As an artform, picture books have 
exposed us to singular talents, who, 
merely by crafting images, are able 
to connect with young children and 
make significant contributions to 
their understanding of literature’s 
lasting relevance and impact on their 
lives.”

Kyriakos Delopoulos, Researcher in 
Library Science
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ARISTOPHANES

EIRΙΝΙ-PEACE



Thousands of years ago Aristophanes 
wrote this story. It’s a story about peace. 

Aristophanes lived in Ancient Greece, 
and in Ancient Greece most people 
believed in many gods. These gods were 
said to live in the sky, making sure that 
everyone on Earth always did the right 
thing. If people were good, the gods 
gave them gifts. But if people were bad, 
they were punished.

“Eirini” is the Greek word for peace. 
That’s why Aristophanes called his story 
about peace Eirini. But Eirini was also the 
name of a goddess, who took the form of a 
beautiful young woman and was sent down 
to Earth during peacetime. Eirini was a 
gift, a precious offering who was always 
under threat from Polemos, the war-demon 
who destroyed everything in his path.



There once was a man named Trygaeus. Trygaeus decided 
to pay the sky-dwelling gods a visit. He went out to his yard 
and found a dung beetle. Every day he fed that beetle goat 
droppings, its favorite food. The whole business reeked of 
manure, but Trygaeus wasn’t bothered. Instead, he patiently 
waited for the beetle’s wings to grow big enough and strong 
enough to carry him up to the clouds.



His daughters were worried. 
Trygaeus had tried to reach the sky 
before. “Not again, Daddy,” they said. 
“Don’t you remember the time you 
fell off that ladder and broke your leg? 
Please just stay down here with us.”

“I can’t, girls” he told them. “I need 
to see the gods. I need to find out 
why they took Eirini away from us 
and why Polemos is still running wild 
here on Earth.”
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